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It was pointed out that before active creation on the lines of
The Castle of Otranto could start, it was essential that the
discredit into which romances had fallen should be removed.
The increase in the number of imaginative works dealing
with chivalry and the ages gone by in this decade is evi-
dence that the work of the Wartons, Richard Kurd,
Macpherson and others effected this change.
The stirrings of the new spirit manifested themselves in
a variety of ways. A work by Alexander Bicknell entitled
The History of Edward Prince of Wales^ commonly termed The
Black Prince', published in 1776, gives an interesting indica-
tion of the dissemination of interest in the past, and of the
changing standpoint of the period. In his introduction, the
author writes, "Latter ages seem to have lost even the idea
of the romantic spirit, many instances of which are here
recorded, that constituted so capital a part of chivalry; and
though sometimes ridiculously exerted in defence of a Lady's
beauty, or in equally unimportant croisades, yet, as it caused
an exertion of gallantry, valour, generosity, and many other
virtues, was certainly laudable, and deserves not the general
censure it has received."1 Alexander BicknelFs work is more-
over interesting as marking a halfway step between history
and fiction. "As my chief view has been to make this work
entertaining as well as instructive," he said, "I have not
interrupted the narrative with references to the original
authors . . . nor have I been particular in noting the year in
which every event happened , . ."2 This is history being
written in the manner of a novel; writers soon followed who
tried to write novels in the manner of history.
Changes in the world of literature are more in the nature
of an evolution, than a revolution. "Freedom slowly broadens
down from precedent to precedent," In the last quarter of
the eighteenth century people .wanted romance, they wanted
even a romance of chivalry, with its heroic love, valour>
sacrifice, and exotic excitement. But they wanted also proba-
bility. Walpole had given a tale of chivalry, supernatural
marvels, and adventure. It had failed to pass the censorship
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